Constitution 
ARTICLE I—Name

The name of this club shall be the Marshall County 4-H and FFA Goat and Rabbit Club.

ARTICLE II—Purpose

The purpose of this club shall be to give each boy and girl opportunities to develop to the fullest extent in a four-fold manner for the personal development of Head--sound thinking, Health—healthy bodies, Hands—effective interpersonal relations and involvement in community services, Heart—a set of basic beliefs and values which gives meaning and purpose to life.  The 4-H program in West Virginia is conducted by West Virginia University cooperating with the United States Department of Agriculture, the County Commission, and the County Board of Education.

The purpose of this club is also to develop confident and aggressive agriculture leadership skills through FFA and vocational agriculture.  The FFA vocational agriculture program is conducted in cooperation with West Virginia Department of Education.

ARTICLE III—Membership

Sec. 1—Membership in this club is open to any youth between the ages of 9 to 21 years old (because West Virginia is the only state allowing 4-H membership past 19, youths 20 and 21 are not eligible to participate in out-of-state activities.) during the current 4-H year regardless of race, color, or national origin.  FFA membership is open to any youth at least in the ninth grade and not over the age of 21 on or before December 31st of the current year and/or out of school more than three years.
Sec. 2-- West Virginia 4-H Membership: The 4-H Year is October 1 to September 30. An individual of 4-H age may enroll in and carry 4-H membership in only one state and one county. The individual can join when he/she is in at least the third grade and/or 9 years of age (Example: a child can join 4-H if he/she is 8 years of age and will reach his/her 9th birthday during the current 4-H club year), and will not be eligible for membership if he/she reaches his/her 21st birthday on or before December 31 of the current 4-H year.

Sec. 3--Members must be enrolled in either a Marshall County, WV, 4-H club or FFA chapter in good standing.

ARTICLE IV—Officers

Sec. 1—The officers of this club shall be president, vice-president, secretary, and treasurer.  They shall be elected at the first regular meeting of the club and serve until the end of the club year or until their successors are elected and installed.

Sec. 2—Duties:  The president shall preside at all meetings, and strive at all times to direct the activities of the club in such a way as will promote its success and development of its members.  The vice-president shall act in the capacity of the president in case of his/her absence and give such assistance to the president as he/she can from time to time as the president may desire.  The secretary shall keep a record of all meetings, carry on the club’s correspondence, make club reports, and perform such other duties as may be assigned.   The treasurer shall have charge of all funds belonging to the club and disburse same upon the approval of the club. 
Sec 3.—An adult advisory board, consisting of any interested parent or other adult, in cooperation with the West Virginia Extension Office in Marshall County and FFA Advisors, shall act as advisors to the club.  They shall not have the right to vote, but may advise or make suggestions for the direction of the club.  Adults will be advisors to any committee that is appointed by the president and voted upon by the club.
ARTICLE V—Meetings

At least one regular meeting shall be held during the months of November, January, March, and May.   Other meetings may also be held at the discretion of the advisors or Extension Office staff.  The order of procedure at meetings shall be:

  a) Call to order by president

                                                  b) Pledge and 4-H/FFA pledges




  c) Reading the minutes




              d) Reports




              e) Unfinished or old business





  f) New business





  g) Leader remarks





  h) Program of the meeting, if any




  i) Adjournment

Members will be notified at least one week in advance of a meeting. 
Members must be present for at least 2 of the 4 scheduled meetings in order to be eligible for a special reward (field trip, prizes, etc, to be decided by advisors and members) after the conclusion of the fair.
ARTICLE VI—Amendments to Constitution
This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any regular meeting.

By-Laws
ARTICLE I—Election

All officers of the club shall be elected by a majority vote by secret ballot. These officers must be 4-H or FFA members in good standing and a member of a Marshall County, WV, club.

ARTICLE II—Quorum

Ten members of the club shall constitute a quorum with power to transact business.

ARTICLE III—Committees

The president shall appoint all committees unless otherwise ordered by the club.

ARTICLE IV—Entries

Sec. 1—Entries shall be from 4-H and FFA projects of market rabbits, show rabbits, market goats, meat goats, dairy goats, or pygmy goats with a completed project book, record guide, activity record, and exhibit.

Sec. 2—Market goats and rabbit projects are open to any first year 4-H or FFA member.

Sec. 3--All doe rabbits to be used to breed market pens must be checked in at the Rabbit Round-Up, held approximately 17 weeks before the fair.  Each member may check in 2 does.  The rabbits will be tattooed, if they are not already.

Sec. 4-All market goats will be weighed in in May at the fairgrounds at a time and date to be announced.  Members may weigh in 2 goats and each will be ear tagged. 
Sec. 5--All goat projects must be in compliance with the National Scrapie Eradication Program through the USDA.  Tattoo compliance will be accepted if accompanied by a nationally recognized breed registry paper.  All others, including market animals, must have an USDA-approved ear tag.
ARTICLE V--Financing of the club

The club shall raise money for the funding of its programs, activities, and fair and show expenses by fundraising (to be voted upon by the membership) and donations made to the club. 

ARTICLE VI--Amendments

Amendments to the by-laws can only be made at the first meeting of the year and passed by 2/3 majority of the members  present.
This Constitution and By-Laws is updated as of October 2013.  All copies of constitutions, by-laws, and other rules or regulations dated before October 2013 are considered null and void.

